Part 1

Topics
Concepts I feel comfortable with

●
●
●
●

Polynomial and Rational Function
Quadratic Function and Application
Graph a Quadratic Function written in vertex form
Finding the vertex of a Parabola by using the vertex formula

●
●
●
●
●
●

Graphing Parabola of the form y=( x- h )
+k
Finding the maximum or minimum of a quadratic function
Finding the zero of a quadratic function given its equation
Identify polynomials function
Determine the end behavior of the graph of a polynomial function
Identify direct variation equation

2

Concepts I do not feel comfortable with

● Synthetic division
● Finding all possible rational zeros using the rational zeros theorem : Problem
type 1
● Linear factors theorem and conjugate zeros theorem
● Multiplying expressions involving complex conjugates

Part 2

Concepts I understand well in Chapter 3

Part 3

Concepts I do not feel comfortable with
What I seemed to be confused about and kept getting the wrong signs were
in synthetic division. In test 5, I repeatedly did it again and again but seemed
to get the correct numbers but forgot to input the negative signs in the
correct place.’

Part 4

Student Concept Narrative
Chapter 3 was a bit of a challenge for me but overall I feel that I have
overcome some barriers in math. There were some problems that came up and I
would get frustrated but after reading and reading and taking notes for myself and
better understanding what it wanted and how to go step by step I amazingly with
eyes wide open figured it out. To solve the problem and find the answer. When I
would get stomped I took a little time in Aleks learning Path and did some work
there. I feel that Aleks has helped me better understand math. I look forward to
continuing math and learning new vocabulary. I took some time away from math.
Say a couple of years and to hear some new terminology of math. That I'm sure I
learned in High school but didn't quite understand and now hearing about it and
talking about it, reading about it,understanding it and living it. By living it I mean
using it. My family and I are currently building a home and I found some familiar
equations I see and use while building our home.
While in chapter 3 I find small errors that I do with my problems. The
Synthetic division was where I feel I had trouble. But I did solve the problem
correctly and when I do type it out I find I always put in the wrong negative and or
positive signs in the wrong place. I find maybe I am rushing and trying to quickly
see the correct sign but come up wrong. Maybe or I tend to look around and make
sure my kids are not picking on one another finishing up their assignments that I
look away and find myself forgetting to enter the correct negative sign. But I am
slowly working on that and working in the evening when I do put my kids to bed. I
find I can work better in the evening.
Some of the problems I found so exciting and that urge to learn more and to
talk about to my family about. I have a 5th grader this year and we talk about
graphing and graphing seems to be fun for me. Finding the parabola is one I find
interesting. Finding the maximum or minimum of a quadratic function I feel I can
do over and over. Determine the end behavior of the graph of a polynomial
function I see and definitely feel comfortable with and I talk to my kids and I share
a story about ways I feel like and make predictions about the graph.
Like all my learning and everyday life I feel with the Dine Philosophy and
teaching. I always tend to follow the Sa’ah Naagháí Bik’eh Hózhóón, the Diné
traditional living system that Dine College has to offer and following that path I

Part 5

refocus and find a better way to help myself better understand the knowledge that I
have and what ALEKS is providing me with. h the process of Nitsáhákees.
Thinking about the step by step formulas and or making the time to attend classes,
to be organized and ready to learn. Nahat’a , where I plan and be prepared for my
class and focus. Iina , having the discipline to keep going forward even after I get a
low percentage, continues to strive for the best out of 10. Siihasin, having that
knowledge to understand my math and helping others, I feel that I had problems
too at one time. Demonstrating confidence each time I do a problem.

